
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We warmly welcome all who worship with us today. Please fill out the Connection Card. 
Visitors, please provide your address so we may acknowledge your presence. 
 
We welcome children to our services. We provide a “prayground” for them, a place where 
they may participate in worship with activities that keep hands busy.  Parents may sit close 
to the pew, or at the table with their child. Please use this gift how it works for you and your 
family. Our pastor raised four children: she is not distractible. We love God’s gift of children 
and welcome them to worship with us. 
 
Fully accessible restrooms are just across from the lift on the lower level of the church. A 
second restroom is behind the sanctuary on the upper level (out the right-side door and left 
down the little hallway). All restrooms are equipped with changing tables. 
 
Please wear your name badge every Sunday as a courteous and welcoming gesture. 
 
The flowers are given in loving memory of Donald & Emma Jane Albert and Donna & Bob 
Ace.  –DEBBIE ALBERT   
 
Greeters: Joan & Clarence Dickens, Rita Johnson & Tony Palmisano 
Ushers: Rob & Linda Riedmiller, Krista & Giovanni Peluso 
Counters: Rob Riedmiller, Don Ayers 
Secure Building: Alex Stine-Sevey 
 
Birthday: Deirdre Cramer, 12/28. 
  
Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God 
TEXT: Para. John Carter 
MUSIC: John Carter 
© 1997 Hope Publishing Company 
ONE LICENSE, License #A-726781 

While We Are Waiting, Come 
TEXT: Claire Cloninger 
MUSIC: Don Cason 
© 1986 Word Music, LLC  
CCLI  LICENSE #11361856 
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Our Next Story: Building relationships with God,  
relationships with our neighbors & relationships with the world. 

4th Sunday of Advent 
 
Welcome & Announcements December 23, 2018  10:00 a.m.  
Minute for Mission Community Assistance Fund Bob Schrey 
 

WE GATHER IN COMMUNITY TO WORSHIP GOD 
The asterisk indicates standing in body or spirit 

 

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST COMES TO US  Kris Clark 

PRELUDE “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  arr. Virginia Halberg  
 
ADVENT MEDITATION ON GRATITUDE AND JOY Kelly Possinger and Kaleesi Amman  
 
*OPENING HYMN “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” #9 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Responsive)   

Merciful God, 
Looking closely at our immediate circumstances often means we are worried or 
unhappy or frustrated. Looking at how we have been blessed in the past is a gift 
from you, both in your activity to bring blessing and in the transformation to joy 
that the practice of gratitude brings.   

Forgive us for failing to be grateful for all we have received, individually and as 
your people. Open our eyes to your continued blessings and gift us with joy. 

(Silent meditation) 

(Sing together) 
Create in me a clean heart, O God. Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God. And renew a right spirit within me. 

 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON  from Psalm 85 
 One: Salvation is coming near, glory is filling our land.  
  Steadfast love and faithfulness embrace; peace and justice kiss. 
 All: Faithfulness sprouts from the earth, justice leans down from heaven.  
  The Lord pours out riches, our land springs to life. 
 One: Justice clears God’s path, justice points the way. 
  In Christ, God’s salvation is at hand. Justice has come; justice is coming. 
 All: Thanks be to God! Amen! 



  

 
*JOYFUL RESPONSE “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” (v. 4) #22 

All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son, 
Evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn king! 

 

*GREETING ONE ANOTHER WITH THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
One: May the Peace of Christ be with you all.    All: And also with you. 

 
 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

GOD’S WORD FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE    

MUSICAL OFFERING “People, Look East” arr. Vincent M. Ryan
   
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Elizabeth McDonald 

LESSON Luke 1:39-55 Pew Bible pg. 56 

 

One: The Word of the Lord.      All: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON “The Gratitude of Joy” Rev. Beth Utley 
 
 

WE RESPOND IN FAITH 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   from A Brief Statement of Faith 
We trust in God the Holy Spirit everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The 

Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to 
love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of 
Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules 
our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word 
proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and 
the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.  

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask 
idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our 
daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven 
and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  
 
 

 

*HYMN OF CONTEMPLATION   “My Soul Gives Glory to My God” #600 
 
THE GIVING OF SELF, TITHES, AND OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY  Nathan & Zachary Fritz 

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE   “What Star Is This with Beams So Bright” (v. 4) #68 
To God the Father, God the Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in one,  
May every tongue and nation raise an endless song of thankful praise! 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Generous God, we are grateful, indeed, for all we have been given. Accept our 
thanks enacted in these gifts. Encourage our thanks by helping us recognize the 
bounty of our lives. Transform our thanks into joy for us and for all those we are 
able to serve with our gifts.  Amen.  
  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE IN GOD’S NAME 
 

*HYMN  “The Days Are Surely Coming” (see insert) 
    
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*WE FOLLOW THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE             “While We Are Waiting, Come”  
While we are waiting, come. While we are waiting, come. 
Jesus, our Lord, Immanuel, while we are waiting come. 

 

*POSTLUDE “Angels We Have Heard on High” arr. Wilber Held 
 

 


