
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In Christian Sympathy, please lift prayers for peace and comfort as we mourn the passing of 
Carl Armitage. His service will be in the sanctuary of First Presbyterian Church with the 
memorial service beginning at 12:30pm today, December 9, 2018. Rev. Beth Utley will 
officiate.  
  
We warmly welcome all who worship with us today. Please fill out the Connection Card. 
Visitors, please provide your address so we may acknowledge your presence. 
 
We welcome children to our services. We provide a “prayground” for them, a place where 
they may participate in worship with activities that keep hands busy.  Parents may sit close 
to the pew, or at the table with their child. Please use this gift how it works for you and your 
family. Our pastor raised four children: she is not distractible. We love God’s gift of children 
and welcome them to worship with us. 
 
Fully accessible restrooms are just across from the lift on the lower level of the church. A 
second restroom is behind the sanctuary on the upper level (out the right-side door and left 
down the little hallway). All restrooms are equipped with changing tables. 
 
Please wear your name badge every Sunday as a courteous and welcoming gesture. 
 
The flowers are given in loving memory of David Weiss, C. Jean Weiss, and Helen Nase by 
Boyd Weiss.  
 
Greeters: Bill & Kris Clark 
Counters: Rob Riedmiller, James Barrett 
Secure Building: Beth Utley 
 
Birthday: Don Ayers, 12/10; Jillian Garvey, 12/13; Carol Kopenhaver, 12/15. 
  
Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God 
TEXT: Para. John Carter 
MUSIC: John Carter 
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2nd Sunday of Advent 
 
Welcome & Announcements December 9, 2018  10:00 a.m.  
 

WE GATHER IN COMMUNITY TO WORSHIP GOD 
The asterisk indicates standing in body or spirit 

 

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST COMES TO US  Sharmaine Robinson 

PRELUDE “Emmanuel Shall Come” Dennis Eliot  
 
*ADVENT MEDITATION ON PREPARATION AND PEACE   
 
*OPENING HYMN & “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” #2 
  LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  The Barrett Family 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Responsive)  based on Isaiah 60 
 One: Arise, shine: for your light has come. 
 All: O God, we live as if the light had never defeated the darkness in the world 
  or in us. 
 One: And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 All: We confess that we ignore the Savior you sent to be among us, to be in us. 
 One: For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;  
  But the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.  
 All: We’ve kept the birth of your Son confined to the Christmas season and do 

not yearn for his birth each moment in our waiting hearts.  
 One: And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 

All: Lord, you came to us in the fullness of time. Forgive us for not recognizing 
  your presence with us. It’s time that we actively prepare for your work in 

our world. 
   Let the earth ring with song. Let the light break forth. 
   Let us all rejoice in the miracle of love. 
   Let Christ come into the fullness of our time. Amen.  

(Silent meditation) 

 
(Sing together) 
Create in me a clean heart, O God. Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God. And renew a right spirit within me. 



  

 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON  from Psalm 85 
 One: Salvation is coming near, glory is filling our land.  
  Steadfast love and faithfulness embrace; peace and justice kiss. 
 All: Faithfulness sprouts from the earth, justice leans down from heaven.  
  The Lord pours out riches, our land springs to life. 
  Justice clears God’s path, justice points the way. 
 One: In Christ, God’s salvation is at hand. Justice has come; justice is coming. 
 All: Thanks be to God! Amen! 
 
*JOYFUL RESPONSE “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” (v. 4) #22 

All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son, 
Evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn king! 

 

*GREETING ONE ANOTHER WITH THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
One: May the Peace of Christ be with you all.    All: And also with you. 

 
 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

GOD’S WORD FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE    

MUSICAL OFFERING “The Yearning” Courtney
   
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

FIRST LESSON Baruch 5:1-9  

SECOND LESSON Luke 3:1-6 Pew Bible pg. 58 

One: The Word of the Lord.      All: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON “In Sight” Rev. Beth Utley 
 
 

WE RESPOND IN FAITH 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   from The Confession of 1967 
God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of man’s mind. Human thought 
ascribes to God superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But God reveals his 
love in Jesus Christ by showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly 
of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful men. The power of God’s love in 
Christ to transform the world discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator 
who made all things to serve the purpose of his love.  
 

*HYMN OF CONTEMPLATION                      “We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom” (see insert) 

   
THE GIVING OF SELF, TITHES, AND OFFERINGS 
  
OFFERTORY “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” Myron Casner 
 

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  “What Star Is This with Beams So Bright” (v. 4) #68 
To God the Father, God the Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in one,  
May every tongue and nation raise an endless song of thankful praise! 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Faithful God, we await the fullness of your peace here on this earth. For today, 
accept these, our gifts, as our pledge to do justice, to work for the welfare of 
others, to live as your people. Amen.  
  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE IN GOD’S NAME 
 

*HYMN  “Prepare the Way”                          #13
   
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*WE FOLLOW THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE             “While We Are Waiting, Come”  
While we are waiting, come. While we are waiting, come. 
Jesus, our Lord, Immanuel, while we are waiting come. 

 

*POSTLUDE “Prepare the Way” Ben Logan 
 
 

 


